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MONday, SepteMber 14, 2009
a NewSletter fOr the graNd valley  
State uNiverSity cOMMuNity
published by News & information Services
Students and faculty at Grand Valley are 
enjoying the first commercial adoption of a 
new Web discovery service, which was  
introduced at the American Library 
Association’s annual conference in Chicago.  
The new service, known as Summon, 
simplifies the task of searching the university 
libraries’ more than 250 databases by using a 
single, simple point of entry. The confusion 
surrounding many database search options 
is replaced with a single search box to access 
Grand Valley’s entire collection of books, 
newspaper and journal articles, scholarship 
holdings and archival collections.
Summon is a service of Serial Solutions, a  
global leader in e-resource access and 
management that serves more than 2,000 
libraries of all sizes and types. Ron Berry, 
Grand Valley Libraries’ director of technology 
and information resources, pushed hard to 
implement the service in time 
for the fall semester. Being first 
was an unexpected bonus.
“This service mimics the Web 
browsing experience that 
students are already familiar 
with on popular search engines,” 
said Berry. “It is more in touch 
with the way people search and 
takes away the confusion.”
By placing the Summon search 
box front and center on the 
library’s home page, www.gvsu.
edu/library , Berry hopes to 
direct students to this powerful 
new tool before they try 
searching individual databases. 
“It will save them a lot of time 
as well as frustration,” he said. 
Libraries first to provide Web searching tool 
Across Campus
Living center to be 
named for VanSteeland
A living center on the south end of the 
Allendale Campus will be renamed in honor of 
Ron VanSteeland, a long-serving former vice 
president for Finance and Administration.
South Living Center will be renamed the 
Ronald F. VanSteeland Living Center in a 
ceremony on Tuesday, September 15, from 
3:30-5:30 p.m., with remarks at 4 p.m.
VanSteeland served Grand Valley for 35 years  
before retiring in 2001. His fiscal leadership 
helped build the financial backbone of the  
university that has been ranked for 13 straight 
 years as one of “America’s 100 Best College  
Buys.” 
He began in 1966 as Grand Valley’s first 
personnel officer, charged with establishing 
a personnel department. In 1968, he became 
the university’s business manager and then 
was promoted to vice president of the college 
in 1973. In 1979, VanSteeland became vice 
president for Finance and Administration, 
a position he held until his retirement.
With rigor and integrity, VanSteeland guided  
the university through a period of enormous 
growth; he was a trusted advisor to President 
Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers from the time 
there were just 2,000 students through 
the university’s explosive expansion in 
enrollment, programs and facilities. 
Also, upon retirement, he received an 
honorary doctorate of humane letters. He  
received the Arend D. Lubbers Award for  
service to the university during 
June’s Enrichment Dinner.
Active outside the university as well, 
VanSteeland has served in many professional 
and civic leadership positions in the 
community. One of his volunteer activities 
is doing sing-alongs in area nursing homes.
Vice president sees 
value in United Way
Grand Valley Vice President for Inclusion and  
Equity Jeanne Arnold is finishing her first year 
serving on the board of Heart of West 
Michigan United Way. But this is not her 
first exposure to United Way’s work. 
Earlier in her career, Arnold worked for a 
United Way-funded agency called Crime  
Prevention Association in Pennsylvania. 
She said it gave her a first-hand look at the 
continues on page 2
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Ron Berry, director of technology and information resources, uses the 
Web searching tool Summon on a laptop at Zumberge Library.
File photo 
Ron VanSteeland shakes hands with President 
Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers during the Enrichment 
Dinner in June. A living center will be named after 
VanSteeland on Tuesday.
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Christine Rener 
director, FTLC
The new director of the Pew Faculty Teaching 
and Learning Center has a doctorate in 
biochemistry and a strong background and  
passion for faculty development.
Christine Rener took over as FTLC director 
in August, when former director Catherine 
Frerichs began a phased retirement. Rener 
had been director of faculty development and  
associate professor of chemistry at Carthage  
College in Kenosha, Wisconsin.
Rener had been leading the college’s faculty 
development for the past three years and 
taught in the chemistry department for 12 
years. She was also Carthage’s self-study  
coordinator for the North Central Association 
Accreditation. She said she was drawn to  
Grand Valley’s position because, like Carthage, 
“It’s a liberal arts institution where teaching  
is very important.”
“The Grand Valley mission really fits in with  
what I feel is important,” Rener said. “There is 
an impressive center and 
a wealth of faculty 
 development courses 
and materials. I was  
really impressed with 
the existing program.”
The FTLC awards grants 
year-round to innovative 
faculty members. In 
February, the round  
of grants saw a record 
of $160,000 requested. 
There is also a mentoring 
program  
for part-time faculty and a yearlong seminar  
for new tenure-track faculty.
Rener, who earned an undergraduate degree  
from Michigan State University and a doctoral 
degree from Northwestern University, has  
also taught at community colleges. 
She is active in the American Chemical 
Society, Association for Women in Science  
and Iota Sigma Pi, an honor society for  
women in chemistry.
GVFaces
Christine Rener
important work United Way does. “As a social worker, I have always  
been aware of United Way’s work, and I have always given through  
my workplace to United Way campaigns,” Arnold said.
As a transplant to West Michigan, Arnold said her service on the board  
has helped her get to know the community better. “It’s been a way for  
me to learn about the issues and needs of people in West Michigan,” 
she said. “It really has helped me learn the community.”
Arnold said one of the things she’s been able to learn about the 
community is that Grand Valley’s annual United Way campaign is  
“absolutely critical” in the region. “We all know the economic crisis here 
in Michigan. This is no time for any of United Way’s key partners to be  
retrenching at all — and Grand Valley is one of United Way’s key  
partners,” she added.
Grand Valley’s United Way campaign runs September 30 through  
October 14.
New Web tool aimed at student success
A new Web-based tool aimed at helping connect students to the 
help they need to succeed at Grand Valley will be launched today.
The service is called MAP-Works — “MAP” stands for Making 
Achievement Possible. Students in their first or second year 
at Grand Valley (either first-time students or transfers) will 
receive an invitation to participate in MAP-Works. 
They will be directed to a Web-based questionnaire about their college 
expectations and experiences that takes around 15 minutes to complete. 
The service will then generate a personalized report showing how the 
student compares to other Grand Valley students. It will also direct the 
participant to campus resources tailored to his or her personal situation. 
MAP-Works was developed at Ball State University and has been 
in use for more than 20 years. It is now in place nationally at about 
140 institutions to help academic advisors and student affairs 
professionals identify students at retention risk earlier than traditional 
benchmark points such as midterm or semester grades.
The form must be completed by September 28. For more information,  
visit www.gvsu.edu/mapworks .
Grand Valley has record enrollment
Grand Valley announces another record enrollment for 
fall 2009 with total enrollment at 24,408 — up 2.2 percent 
from last fall. This is the 27th year in a row in which Grand 
Valley enrolled more students than the year before.
Grand Valley’s fall 2009 freshman class has an average GPA of 3.53  
and an average ACT score of 24.0, which will likely keep Grand  
Valley’s freshman quality rank in the upper quartile of Michigan’s  
public universities.
FreezerFest treats
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Staff members at the 
Cook-DeVos Center for 
Health Sciences celebrate 
the success of the 2008-
09 Faculty and Staff 
Campaign by enjoying an 
ice cream bar or apple at 
the Freezerfest. Pictured 
at right is Shaun Shira, 
annual giving manager. 
The campaign ended with 
46 percent employee 
participation and saw a 
record number of donors, 
first-time donors, and 
dollars. 
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Latina filmmaker begins  
Professionals of Color  
lectures
A Latina filmmaker who has documented 
abuse, murder and poverty along the U.S.-
Mexico border is the 
kick-off speaker for 
the Professionals of 
Color Lecture Series.
Barbara Martinez 
Jitner will present 
“Wall of Shadows: 
From the Statue 
of Liberty to the 
Border Wall” on 
Wednesday, September 
16, from 4-6 p.m. 
in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. 
The lecture is sponsored by the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs as part of its 
celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month.
Martinez Jitner’s 2007 documentary, “La 
Frontera,” exposed crime and corruption in 
Juarez, Mexico, and served as the inspiration 
for a mainstream film by Jennifer Lopez, 
“Bordertown.” Martinez Jitner won an Emmy 
as producer of “American Family,” a 2002 
Latino family drama that aired on PBS. She is 
currently president of El Norte Productions.
For more information about the presentation, 
contact the Office of Multicultural Affairs 
at x12177 or visit www.gvsu.edu/oma .
Women’s Commission to 
host annual reception
Grand Valley’s Women’s Commission will host 
its annual Welcome Reception to kick-off  
the start of the academic year.
The reception will be at noon on Thursday,  
September 17, in the Kirkhof Center’s Grand  
River Room. The keynote speakers are Shaily 
Menon and Kathleen Underwood, who were 
the principal investigators of the NSF Advance 
Grant.
Light refreshments will be served. RSVP by 
sending an e-mail to www.gvsu.edu/women_
cen and click on “RSVP for Programs.”
Co-sponsors of the event are Positive Black  
Women, Women and Gender Studies and  
the Women’s Center.
Women’s Center will hold 
reception for artists
Each year, Women’s Center staff members 
select new pieces of art for display in their 
office suite. The art is created by students, 
alumni and faculty and staff members.
Faculty and staff members are invited to view 
the art and meet the artists at a reception set 
for Thursday, September 17, beginning at 1 p.m. 
Artists with exhibited work include 
Samantha Andrus-Henry, Kelsie Layne 
Crawford, Jacqueline Cuppy, Monica 
Johnstone, Betsy McInnis, Melissa 
Selmon and Hankondo Sibalwa.
The Women’s Center is in the Kirkhof Center, 
room 1201. For more information, call x12748.
Intercultural reception  
planned
The Office of Multicultural Affairs is 
sponsoring the annual Intercultural Student  
Reception on Thursday, September 17, from  
4-6 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Grand River  
Room. 
Featuring food, music and an opportunity 
to win prizes, the reception is a networking 
opportunity for students, faculty and staff 
members and student organizations.
Co-sponsors of the reception are Housing, 
Career Services, Campus Recreation, 
Seidman College of Business, Admissions, 
Counseling and Career Development Center, 
Women’s Center, Athletics, Pew Campus 
Student Services, EXCEL Program and the 
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
For more information, call OMA at x12177.
Former presidents  
share stage for 
Constitution Day
Join George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 
Theodore Roosevelt, and Abraham Lincoln 
for a Constitution Day celebration. 
The four former presidents will meet on 
stage Thursday, September 17, at 7 p.m., 
in the East Grand Rapids High School 
auditorium, 2211 Lake Dr. SE, Grand Rapids. 
Rushmore Live is being co-hosted by the 
Hauenstein Center for Presidential Studies at 
Grand Valley State University, the Gerald R. 
Ford Foundation and the Gerald R. Ford  
Presidential Library and Museum.
“These character interpreters combine a love  
of history with a knowledge of their 
president,” said Gleaves Whitney, director of  
the Hauenstein Center. “This is probably 
the first time that these presidents will 
have had the opportunity to debate the 
toughest issues our nation has faced.”
For more information, or to RSVP, visit 
www.allpresidents.org or call x12770.
LGBT Resource Center 
to host national speaker
A former Triangle Foundation executive 
will discuss current political issues and how 
they affect the lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender community during a presentation 
hosted by the LGBT Resource Center.
Sean Kosofsky, current executive director 
of NARAL Pro Choice North Carolina, will 
present “The Queer State of the Union” on 
Monday, September 21, from 4-6 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. The event 
is free and open to the public. Kosofsky had 
worked as director of policy for the Triangle 
Foundation, Michigan’s leading advocacy 
organization that serves the LGBT community.
His presentation is co-sponsored by the 
Inclusion and Equity Division, Human 
Resources and community partner Speak  
Equal. For more information, call the LGBT  
Resource Center at x12530 or visit  
www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc .
Rashid Khalidi to speak 
at Grand Valley
Rashid Khalidi is intent on debunking the 
historical inaccuracies and distortions he 
believes dominate the American public’s 
perception of 
the Middle East 
and the conflict 
between Israelis 
and Palestinians.
As the Fall Arts 
Celebration 
Distinguished 
Academic Lecturer, 
Khalidi will speak on, 
“The Great Powers 
and the Middle East: 
Yesterday and Today.” 
Khalidi’s insightful 
and challenging views will be presented 
during his lecture on Tuesday, September 
22, at 7 p.m., at the Eberhard Center, 
on the Pew Grand Rapids Campus. The 
event is open to the public and free. 
The Edward Said Chair in Modern Arab 
Studies at Columbia University since 2003, 
Khalidi has devoted his professional career to 
Middle East studies and the history of  
Palestine Nationalism. He is editor of the  
Journal of Palestine Studies, and was president 
of the Middle East Studies Association in  
1994, and an advisor to the Palestinian 
delegation to the Madrid and Washington 
Arab-Israeli peace negotiations from October  
1991 until June 1993.
“Khalidi’s lecture comes at the time of a major 
diplomatic push by the Obama administration 
to restart peace negotiations between Israel 
and the Palestinians and also to put forth a 
new path on how to work with Middle Eastern 
and Muslim countries and peoples,” said Majd 
Al-Mallah, director of Middle East Studies.
For additional information on the Fall Arts  
Celebration, call x12180, or visit 
www.gvsu.edu/fallarts .
What’s Ahead
Barbara Martinez Jitner
Rashid Khalidi
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Mon., Sept. 14
11 a.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Kickoff 
Event. Cook Carillon Tower. Check www.
gvsu.edu/oma for activities or call x12177.
Noon: Health and Wellness Session: Yoga in 
the Workplace. FH. For more information, 
call x12215.
4 p.m.: KCON hosts Retirement Celebration 
for Gayla Jewell. 340 CHS. Call x13558 for 
more information.
6 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: 
Immigration Forum. Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12177 for more 
information.
8 p.m.: Falls Arts Celebration: Music 
Department presents “L’histoire du Soldat 
(A Soldier’s Tale).” LAT, PAC. Call x12180 
for more information.
Tues., Sept. 15
7 a.m.: Health and Wellness Session: Twice 
as Fit, Half the Time. B160 FH. For more 
information, call x12215.
Noon: Health and Wellness Session: Play it 
Cybersafe. 1104 KC. Call x12215 for more 
information.
2 p.m.: Hospitality and Tourism Management 
hosts Retirement Celebration for Lois 
Searles. B-2-226 MAK. Call x13118 for 
more information.
3:30 p.m.: Naming Ceremony for the Ronald 
F.  VanSteeland Living Center. South end 
of Allendale Campus. For more informa-
tion, call x12180.
Wed., Sept. 16
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series: 
Supervising Student Employees. AH. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
10 a.m.: GVSU Farmers’ Market. Parking Lot 
F. Call x12215 for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1104 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series presents Julianne 
Vanden Wyngaard. CDC. For more infor-
mation, call x13484. 
1:30 p.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series: Supervising Student Employees. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/seminar .
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: 
“Wall of Shadows: From the Statue of 
Liberty to the Border Wall,” by Barbara 
Martinez Jitner. Grand River Room, KC. 
For more information, call x12177.
4 p.m.: LGBT Faculty and Staff Association 
Fall Reception. 1121 PAC. For more infor-
mation, call x12530.
Thurs., Sept. 17
7:30 a.m.: GVSU Downtown Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion.
11 a.m.: Community Service Learning Center 
hosts Volunteer and Internship Fair. 
Atrium, HRY. Call x12468 for more infor-
mation.
Noon: Women’s Commission Fall Welcome 
Reception. Grand River Room, KC. For 
more information, call x12748.
Noon: Health and Wellness Session: Play it 
Cybersafe. University Club Room, DEV. 
Call x12215 for more information.
1 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts Art Reception. 
1201 KC. For more information, call 
x12748.
4 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts 
Annual Intercultural Student Reception. 
Grand River Room, KC. For more infor-
mation call x12177.
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Rushmore 
Live.” East Grand Rapids High School 
Auditorim, Lake Drive. Call x12770 for 
more information.
Mon., Sept. 21
Noon: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: 
“Latinos – Beyond Tacos and Sombreros,” 
by Juan A. Colon. Grand River Room, KC. 
For more information call x12177. 
4 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center hosts “The 
Queer State of the Union,” by Sean 
Kosofsky. Grand River Room, KC. For 
more information call x12530.
Sports
Fri., Sept. 18
4 p.m.: Soccer hosts Northern Michigan.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
In the News
John Kilbourne, professor of movement 
science, was interviewed by the Grand Rapids 
Press for a story about classroom interaction 
and dependence on technology.
Sketches
Cynthia Beel-Bates, associate professor of 
nursing, was selected as a Gerontological 
Society of America fellow. She will be  
recognized at the annual GSA Scientific  
Meeting in November.
Chemistry faculty members Ellen Yezierski 
and Deborah Herrington gave a presentation 
on their Target Inquiry study at the Gordon 
Research Conference on Chemical Education 
Research and Practice at Colby College 
in Waterville, Maine. Yezierski also gave 
a presentation, “Target Inquiry: Inquiry 
Instruction Helps Students Make the 
Grade,” at the American Chemical Society 
National Meeting in Washington, D.C.
Angela Caruso and Erin Busscher, staff 
members in the Kirkhof College of Nursing,  
received professional development grants  
to attend the National Academic Advising  
Association’s conference in San Antonio,  
Texas. 
Institutional Marketing received five 
American Graphic Design Awards of 
Excellence: Glenn Niemeyer Living Center 
dedication invitation, 2008 Faculty Staff 
Holiday Party invitation, DeVos Art Lecture 
VIP invitation, Senior Yearbook and 
Conference and Event Planning folder.
Shaily Menon, associate professor of biology, 
gave a presentation, “Predictive Modeling of 
Plant Diseases to Manage Climate Change 
Risk in Forests,” at the International Union  
of Forest Research Organizations’ working  
group on Diseases and Insects in Forest  
Nurseries in Hilo, Hawaii.
Richard Stoelzel, associate professor of 
music, was the guest artist at the East  
Carolina University Trumpet Boot Camp and 
gave a series of master classes. Stoelzel  
performed with the Des Moines Opera 
Orchestra and at the International Trumpet  
Guild Conference, where he was a featured  
soloist with the Keystone Wind Symphony 
and performed with MingHuan Xu, assistant 
professor of music. 
Steve Goldberg, professor and director of 
accounting, and Dan Giedeman, associate 
professor of economics, co-wrote an article, 
“Healing the Global Financial Crisis,”  
published in the Journal of Corporate 
Accounting & Finance.
